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Calendar overrun swamps College, Task Force formed 
A minor clerical erro~on the part of an 
unknown person has resulted in chaos and 
near riots at Capilano College's Lynnmour 
campus this Tuesday, April 1. Instead of 
the college's usual run of 10,000 course 
calendars, printers working for the North 
Shore News printed 110,000 copies of the 
144 page document, and the resulting flood 
of paper has parts of the campus paralyzed. 
The first inkling of this devastating 
decimal slip came at approximately 8:25 am 
on April 1 when Jerry Soon, arriving for 
work in the Stores department, found a 
fleet of delivery vans waiting for him. 
"Like there were all these vans lined up 
waiting for the doors to open," said Soon. 
"I didn't know what's going on, you know, 
with Robert away on vacation, so I asked 
them and they said they were here to 
deliver the claendar. Well I said, that's 
crazy, we don't get that many, so I came 
in and called Bill, right?" 
Information Officer Bill Little, whose 
department produces the calendar, was 
unavailable for comment, having decided 
suddenly to retire as of April 1, however 
the Informer was able to contact North 
Shore News Advertising Consultant Mike 
Goodsell. "Oh no, you're not calling about 
the calendar, are you?" said Goodsell when 
reached by phone. "Look, it's a nightmare. 
I don't want to think about it any more. 
Just promise to keep them all and we won't 
bill you for the overrun, OK? But 
whatever you do, don't give them to us. 
They're all yours." 
Director of Planning Alan Smith was of a 
different opinion. "Look, we haven't got 
any place to put those things," he said. 
"We're using all our available space now, 
and we certainly don't have room to store 
all those calendars. How many boxes did 
you say there were? ONE THOUSAND, SIX 
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-TWO???! You've got to 
· be kidding!" 
Maintenance representative Ian Robertson 
agreed that there is no storage space 
available. "We just don't have anywhere to 
put them, you know? But I feel sorry for 
Jerry. He's down there with a shovel 
Stores and screaming 'Stop!, Go away, 
Take them out of here!'. But, like, 
there's more of them than there are of 
him and he's losing. He's really upset." 
By 9:30 am faculty, staff and students on 
the ground floor of A building had to be 
evacuated so as not to be buried in the 
· continuing avalanche of college calendars. 
Print Shop staffer Linda Givens described 
the scene. 
"It's a disaster down there," she said. 
"They filled up Stores and then Purchasing 
and then the Typing Pool and now they're 
piling them in the Print Shop. We couldn't 
even see the xerox and there's six feet of 
calendars in front of the washroom doors. 
We had to get out while we could." Dave 
Callow added: "What's worse is that they've 
got boxes piled on the big Xerox right on 
the print button. There are going to be a 
million copies of the Adult Group Piano 
brochure for Extension before we get back 
in there." 
Art students in the pottery and scu 1 pture 
areas fared better. A busy Dwayne Neuberger 
stopped long enough to explain that 
students had formed battle lines and were 
fighting off invading calendars with 
chisels, blow torches and chunks of wet 
clay. Art Division Assistant Joyce Fancher 
was also sought for comment, but had left 
for Maui scant minutes previously. 
Meanwhile, in front of Alan Smith's office, 
an angry mob of faculty and staff members 
had congregated, incensed by rumours that 
their departmental space would be annexed 
for calendar storage. Media instructor Jim 
Bizzocchi, armed with a Canon SLR with 
telephoto lens, shouted,"They'renot 
taking the Dynamics lab! We'll fight them 
down to the last tripod!" 
Theatre instructor Bill Murdoch expressed 
indignation at the idea of the Theatre lab 
being turned into storage. "We fought for 
years for that space and we're not going 
to be turfed out by a lot of newsprint," 
he stated. Athletics Di rector Neil Chester, 
backed him up. "And they can forget about 
the Fitness Centre," he snarled. "If they 
want storage space they can have it in the 
new gymnasium." 
Other instructors, some carrying hand 
lettered signs with the slogan "Burn those 
books !', expressed similar opinions. "Now 
it's just calendars," stated Political 
Studies prof Ed Lavalle, "but next they' 11 
want to store leaflets and then old 
newspapers, and the first thing you know 
this college will look like an educational 
recycling bin. If we want to maintain any 
breathing space we have to act now!" 
Crystal Saunders from the Women's Access 
Centre was also concerned that the WAC 
might be turned into a storage room, but 
added that in her capacity as Strike 
Captain for the CEU she might be able to 
find a use for some boxes as barricades. 
CEU President Joy Smith would not comment 
on :that idea. 11 I wi 11 not comment on that 
idea," she said. 
Rumours were also being spread that the 
Natural Sciences Division had offered to 
remove the boxes of calendars at $5 apiece 
with all proceeds to go to a scholarship 
fund for outstanding students. "We will 
not comment on that rumour," said Keith 
Wade, Malcolm Fitz-Earle and Ted Bentley, 
howevever it would mean that we wouldn't 
have to give any more lectures for another 
five yea rs. Hmmm ;· .. 11 
As of 10:15 am the President's office has 
issued a communique asking for calm and 
cooperation on the part of the college 
community. "We feel that the concerns 
being expressed are a little premature," 
stated College President Douglas Jardine. 
"We are studying all the available 
alternatives at this time and do not 
anticipate any sort of interruption of 
instructional or support facilities on 
this campus," he said. 
The administration has formed a Calendar 
Overrun Task Force with representatives 
from faculty, staff, administration and 
the Collega3oard to try and resolve the 
crisis, and is rumoured to have asked the 
Library to take temporary custody of most 
of the calendars. Library spokesperson 
George Modenesi would not coJTJTient on the 
rumour, but noted: "We have been wanting 
more books for a long time, but this is 
not quite what we had in mind." 
So far the only person on campus who 
appears to be happy about the calendar 
error is College Registrar Dave Woolley. 
"Is it true we've got more calendars this 
year?" he asked the Informer's reporter. 
"Oh wonderful! We'll start mailing them 
out right away!" In an attempt to help 
with the storage problem, Woolley did ask 
Registrar's Office employees Hazel Soon 
and Darren Cottrell about the possibilities 
of mailing out 92,000 calendars, however 
he described their response as "not 
enthusiastic." 
Members of the Task Force will be meeting 
throughout the day, and Board Chairman 
Hilda Rizun has been called in to help. 
When asked if anything in her professional 
background (psychiatric nursing) had 
prepared her to deal with these type of 
crises, she just smiled. "I can tell you 
one thing," she stated. "They aren't 
putting that stuff in .!!!l garage." 
Happy April Fool's Day 
